justice complete by hanging his victim from the common
gallows.

One night Ormonde's coach was stopped, the old man
dragged out, bound and secured behind one of three horse-
men who trotted rapidly towards Tyburn. Before they
got there Ormonde managed to throw himself and his cap-
tor to the ground where they were struggling when
the watch was heard running towards them. The imagi-
native murderer was lucky to escape, leaving Ormonde
unhurt.

The King's officers were still looking for Thomas Blood
when a clergyman of most respectable appearance called
at the Tower to see the Crown jewels, which were kept
there. In the course of his visit he became friendly with the
keeper; the friendship ripened, and a marriage was pro-
posed between the reverend gentleman's daughter and the
keeper's son. With this aif air as good as settled, the clergy-
man brought a friend to see the jewels. As one who was
practically a member of the family he enjoyed the free-
dom of the treasure house, and he made use of it by over-
powering the keeper. The thieves were passing through,
the gates towards their waiting horses, when the keeper
was accidentally discovered. The alarm was given; the
departing guests stopped. Under the clergyman's gown
were the bejewelled emblems of royalty; the man himself
was quickly recognized as Thomas Blood.

His daring had made him a romantic figure. The King
was sufficiently curious to question the fellow himself, and
Blood, regarding himself as a dead man, sustained his repu-
tation by giving free rein to his Irish wit. His impudence
delighted Charles, who thought that it would be a shame
to kill such a pleasant thief. His Majesty interceded per-
sonally to win Ormonde's forgiveness, ordered a pardon
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